
CITY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES RELATED TO CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 



Cultural Resou rces 

Cons2 r 11Jtion/ Open Space Elem2nt 

S;:ilinas also supports the preservation of agrinJtural land by providing 

necessary support infrastructure including: 

► H ousing for agricultural vvorkers; 

► Educational facilities for aOTicultural workers and their famili~s; and 
0 

► Industrial land for food processing associated v..ith agricultural 

production. 

Compatibility ""ith Urban Uses 

Agriculn.i.:-11 a::ti,ity in proximity to residen tial and other urban uses 

m:iy result in conflicts between the uses. Agricultural activity can cause 

nui.sances related to air quali ty and noise that may disturb surrounding 

development. Urban acti,ities mav also neaativelv affect nea:-bv 
✓ .:::, "' " 

agricultural uses as increased vandalism often occurs, and the 

introduction of domestic animals may disturb certain agricul tural 

acti\i ties . The Ci ty helps to minimize conflicts between agricul tural 

and urban uses by supporting the provision and maintenance of buffer 

zones, roads, and other phvsical boundaries to senarate urban and 
' 1 

agricultural uses. The City also supports public rebtions/ education 

sessions between the a<;:ricultural industrv and urban users to encoura <Je 
~ J 0 

d ialogue and innovative solutions to common concerns of the 

agricultural industry and residents. 

S.1lims incl udes a grea t number of histo ric re.30urces. Sm.1ll tribes of 

t\ative Americans first made their home in u."te S.1linas Vallev 
, 

manv 
J 

centuries before the first European e".\.l)lo rers came to Californi.1 to 

build a presidio in Monterey and mi.ssions in Carmel, Soled.1d, San Juan 

B.1utistJ., J.nd the S.rn Antonio VJ.lley. 

https://Soled.1d


C o n3'j r 1cirion/ Op2 n Space El;:; m;:; nt 

During the time of' Sprnish rule, sett!~ments developed around the 

missions on the CentrJ.l Co;ist, but the Salims area rem.1ined lar(Tel-\·:::, , 

undeveloped until after Mexico a1ined its independence and bea;in:::, :::, 

gr;inting hnds in Alta California to its people. SJusal and Nacional were 

among some of the first ranchos granted by the Mexican government 

after Mexico seceded from Spain in 1822. On adjoining parts of these 

nnchos, a1·mas 1ty ,vas bom. a1·mas" , wh.1ch • 1s parnsh t-or ' sa1t"s c· " "s s • 

marsh,' refers to a large slough that once ran through the area. 

[n 1872, "Salinas Citv" became the seat of Monterev Countv. T,vo 
; J J 

vears later the name was chane:ed to the "Citv of Salinas" and the 
; ~ ; 

community incorporated. Early in the gold rush years James Bryant 

Hill bought Rancho Nacion.ii and became a pioneer in the agricultural 

industry by farming ,vheat; the valley had primarily been used for cattle 

and other livestock from the time of some of its earliest settlers until 

the I920s. 

After \Norld \Var I, the agricultural industry began to change from 

hides and tallo,vs to products like _grains, beans, and sugar beets. The 

"green gold" of lettuce, broccoli and artichokes, also helped to m1ke 

Salims one of the wealthiest cities per capita in the U.S. at that time. 

[n Salinas today, the Spanish heritJ.ge is reflected in the names of the 

s::reet.3, bkes, shopping centers, recreation areas, and school districts. 

S;ilin;:u is a multi-culrural city ,vith contributions being made by many 
1, ,.. ,.. )

d.l t,er::nt groups. -

Historic and Architectural Resources 

As depicted on Figure COS- 3, a concentration of historic buildings is 

found in the Cit:v's d0vmto,,vn and surroundin-:r neiahborhoods , 
; .:, :::, 

refiecting several generations of the City's gro,vth and history. Three 

are:is v1,it.hin the community also· have a concentrcition of historic 

resources: I) the Eastend historic area, the City's first residential 

neighborhood, centered mostly on Soledad Street, between John and 

G;ibilan Streets; 2) the Steinbeck historic are:i, nJ.med after author John 

Steinbeck, includes Steinbeck's childhood neiohborhood on Central:::, 

.-\ve nue and the 100 and 200 blocks of rvbin Street, where the first 

commercial buildings in Salinas ·were located; and 3) the i'vbple Park 

hi.storic areJ., which features a verv stylish and distinctive residentiJ.l 
J ; 

subc;li,i.sio n buil t in the 19 :rns and 19-+0s. The Centn.l Citv 

: Th~ \\ ,)ncc:reY Cou nc-: H tsto ric:il Soci er-:- . . 

https://heritJ.ge
https://Nacion.ii


Source: G r:1 o r· ~ uin.is 

Cicv Bound.1 1-y CD Eligible: to r Lis ting 

Future Growth .\re~ I. Sr.e:iff '.'iesbit House I. Residence 3t 27 :; Bb.r.co Ro,d 
2. Peter 8,)nt.1delli House (Empi re House) .\brg,rct Har: Su.r:-eck Residence 

,\reas of Histo ric and 3. j,)hn Steinl:eck House Tnornas Bwm Resid~nce 
,\ rchiccctur.il .\le tit 

-1 . Krm,gn House 12-1 San Luis Sr:reet (Structure) 
, . 8. V. Sarger.t House 

ti. Samud .\\. Black H0 •1se Figure CO~ -
Bc.r ) nC :1 .~d,:.i:c 

H istoric an'--'­
A.r c. itec tural R esoLrrce 3 

https://rchiccctur.il


Redeve lopme nt progn.m strives to cre.1te a do\rnto\rn that builds on 

the area's h isto ry and e nh.1nces the use and appearance of historic 

bui ldings in these areas . 

Although more than 17 J sites are located in the City that have 

architectural or historic significance, few properties are actually listed 

on the National Reai.ster of Histo ric Places· or the State Historic 
.::, 

Landmark Register. 

The Californi.1 Inventory of Historical Reso urces li .,ts the follm\ing 

properties: 

► Boronda Adobe ► Salina.3 City Bank 

► CalifomiJ. Rodeo ► Steinbeck H ouse 

The follo,,ing are listed in the [\;.1tional Regi,;ter as in&,idual 

properties: 

, Sheriff t'iesbitt H o use - 66 Capi tol Street 

, Peter Bontadelli H ouse (Empire House) - 11 9 CayugJ. Street 

► John Steinbeck H ouse - 13 2 Central Avenue 

► Krough H ouse - 146 Central Avenue 

> B.V. S.1rgent H ouse - I J-t Cenm.l Avenue 

, SJ. arnel i\ l. Bbck H ou,;e - -+ IS PJ.j.1ro Street 

, Borond.1 Ad,)be - Borond.1 Ro.1d, just outside the pro posed \\'es~ 

Borond.1 Road fu ture 
.::,
oro,xt.h areJ. 



Other p roperties determined eligible for li .,ting a.; sepante propertie.3 

include: 

► The residence at 2 7 5 Blanco Road 

► The Margaret Hart Surbeck residence at 322 Blanco Road 

► The Thomas Bunn residence at 425 Blanco Road 

► The structure at 124 San Luis Stree t 

Salinas revievvs all discretionary development proposJ.ls for potential 

impacts related to incompatible development and also for potential 

impacts to sensitive cultural resources pursuant to the Califomi.:t 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) . 

The City is also considering implementing a historic/architectural 

preservation program and ordinance, which may include measures such 

as transfer of development rights (TDR) and a i\Ulls Act program. 

Archaeologi.cal Resources 

Little archaeological investigation has occurred in Salinas or in 

i\lonterev Countv· in aeneral, and no prehistoric archaeolocri.cal site has 
J I ::, ..::, 

been recorded in the pbnninr.,
.:, 

area. Gener:ilh-, in accordance v 
✓ 

1,il1 

settler:1ent p:itterr.s i:1 the Salinas Vallev, area., \.vith. a histor , of an:bble 
✓ ✓ 

1,-v1ter supplies a;-e most likely to contain archaeological si tes. The Carr 

Lake/;\;'1fr,idad Creek corridor is the only area wi.thin the Ci~; limit., 
, , · , t' , • h · · · ,. · 1 r L 1 • 1tt1at nas a potentia1 or n.1g sens1t1v1:::,- \potent:a1 1or arc11aeo1ogica1 

resources). In the northwest portion of the planning area, a v,ide band 

on either side of Highway 101 is also identified as hJ.,,ing high 

sensitivi tv. 
✓ 

County policies require archaeological field inspections prior to all 

proposed development in high sensitivity zones and for mJ.jor projects 

in moderate sensi tivity zones. 

Salinas re\.ie,,vs all discretionary development proposals for potenti.:il 

imp:ict.3 rebted to incompatible develop ment and also for po te ntiJl 

impacts to archaeological resources pursuant to the Cali fo rnia 

Emironmenul Qmlity Act (CEQ_-\). 

https://proposJ.ls

